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GRADUATE DAIRY PRODUCTION AWARD
The National Dairy Shrine Graduate Dairy Production Award is to recognize, encourage and assist qualified two year or four-year agricultural college graduates to pursue careers in commercial dairying and to gain ownership of dairy cattle with the intent of growing the size of their dairy herd. More than one applicant may apply from the same college or university. An previously unselected applicant may re-apply for the award but can win the award only once. Applicants may apply during their second to ninth year after graduation. 

Qualified applicants need to have spent at least one summer doing an agricultural related internship outside of the family member’s business. Preference will be given to applicants who demonstrate interest in dairying through college course program, college internships and/or exchanges, college and post-college graduation work experiences, attendance at industry conferences and demonstrated ability to invest money in productive assets. Applicant must be employed in a herd management role on a commercial dairy at the time of submitting the application. The winner will be recognized with a $2,500 award at the National Dairy Shrine Awards Banquet sponsored by Elanco, a division of Eli Lilly. 

All Applications are due March 15th
Instructions for applying: 
1. One letter of recommendation from an employer (dairy manager/owner; can be a family member/owner if working on the home farm) or an agribusiness professional. Letter is to include character reference, description of work experiences and performance and evaluation of future potential as a manager/owner in a dairy business. 

2. One letter of recommendation from an instructor or professor including verification of college graduation, description of applicant’s college course program and college work experiences and a character reference. 

3.  No official college transcripts are to be submitted or grades mentioned in the application. 

4. Download this application and type in your responses. Save the file as GraduateDairy.LastName.FirstName.doc. Please email this form and the letters of support to info@dairyshrine.org. 

5. Or send the nomination and supporting information and letters to:

National Dairy Shrine

PO Box 725
Denmark, WI 54208
Phone: 920-863-6333
NDS Graduate Production Award

1. 
Personal Data 
Applicant Name









Last Name 


First Name 

Middle Initial 
University   





Graduation Date 
Complete Home Address


Phone                               



Email Address

2. College Program: 
Provide a detailed description of your college program including course work and work (internships) and travel experiences (college and personal travels, exchanges). (Provide in 500 words or less). 
3. Dairy Experiences 
After College: Provide a description of your dairy experiences after college; include herd and employee management experiences, experiences of interacting with agribusiness professionals, activities with agricultural organizations and dairy related meetings and tours attended. (Provide in 500 words or less). 
4. Dairy Production Career
Provide your vision of the future of the dairy industry and how you plan to position yourself in dairy production and gain ownership of dairy cattle. (Provide in 500 words). 
5. Explain Your Long Range Financial Business Plan
This must include the financial details on how currently owned cattle were financed and how you intend to finance future herd growth.
